Malarial antibodies in tropical splenomegaly syndrome in Papua New Guinea.
Levels of species and class-specific malarial antibody were studied in 249 New Guineans with tropical splenomegaly syndrome (TSS) and in 87 control subjects living in the same area. Titres of IgG and IgM antibody to Plasmodium falciparum, P. vivax and P. malariae were estimated by indirect immunofluorescence. Both Ig and IgM antibody levels were higher in subjects with TSS than in controls; IgM titres were highest in those with the greatest splenic enlargement. Responses to all three species were comparable. It is concluded that there is no evidence from this study to incriminate any one species of malaria parasite in the production of tropical splenomegaly syndrome.